The importance of successful climate change strategies as one of the main issues in the context of sustainable development was reaffirmed at the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development. Recalling the preambular wording of the Climate Convention, the 'Plan of Implementation' states that 'change in the Earth's climate and its adverse effects are common concern of humankind' and refers to the UNFCCC as being the key instrument for addressing climate change, a global concern" and affirms the "commitment to achieving its ultimate objective of stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system, within a time frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner, in accordance with our common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities."
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The analysis of sustainable development in the context of the climate regime aims at providing a better, more practical understanding of the concept. At the same time, there is a positive feed-back loop. A better understanding of the principle of sustainable development is not only a desirable side-effect of this analytical endeavour, it is a necessary condition for the success of the international climate regime. As long as the claim of conceptual uncertainty surrounding sustainable development remains, also the development of an international consensus on climate change is hindered, if not endangered. But as long as the climate regime remains ineffective, it impairs the achievement of sustainable development. Long-term solutions to resolving the threat of climate change climate variability and change, climate policy responses, and associated socio-economic development will affect the ability of countries to achieve sustainable development goals. Conversely, the pursuit of those goals will in turn affect the opportunities for, and success of, climate policies. In particular, the socio-economic and technological characteristics of different development paths will strongly affect emissions, the rate and magnitude of climate change, climate change impacts, the capacity to adapt, and the capacity to mitigate. ' IPCC, 2001c, 4. 
